Plankton
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Students should be able to:

· Define the word “plankton”

· Describe the two types of plankton

· Describe common characteristics of plankton

· Explain plankton’s role in the ocean and on Earth

· Use the microscopes and other equipment

Example Activities (in addition to using the microscopes)

· Plankton Olympics: Let your students create a species of plankton from clay.  See which piece does the best against Mama Ocean.  Who will float and who will sink? 
· Draw What You See: Have students draw what types of plankton they have identified.

· Plankton Tic-Tac-Tow: Once your students have mastered finding and identifying plankton let them compete against each other.  Draw a giant tic-tac-toe board on the board.  In each block write the name of a type of plankton they might find in the slide. When they correctly identify that plankton on their slide, they can mark that square with their team’s number.  First to tic-tac-toe wins.  

· Whale, Plankton, Barnacle: Another version of freeze-tag.  One of two whales chase after the plankton.  When a whale tags a plankton it turns into a barnacle, which can still tag plankton and turn them to barnacles.  Make the plankton swim however you want, you are Mama Ocean and you make the rules!

· Meroplankton Match-Up: See if your students can match up the planktonic larvae to its adult form.

