Making Image Backgrounds Transparent
Software: GIMP (free download: http://files.uberdownloads.com/apps/lps/index.php?product=gimp)

Example: See the logos in the cosee.net footer
Contact: Lisa Taylor (lisa.taylor@umit.maine.edu)

Date: 04/14/09
[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]Goa




[image: image3.png]



5. Click on the area within your image that you wish to remove.

6. On the Menu, select Edit > Clear or hit the Delete button.
7. Save your image.
Alternatively, you can remove portions of your image by color (say the light blue background in the top figure at right):
1. From the Menu, select Select > By Color.

2. Click on the color in your image that you’d like to remove.

3. Hit the Delete button.

4. Save your image.
That’s it!
Note: Size your image, if necessary, before making your transparency (otherwise you might have to do it again on the resized image).
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If your image is a jpg, save it as a gif (jpg files cannot handle transparency).


Start GIMP and open the desired image.


On the Menu, select Layer > Transparency > Add Alpha Channel.


In the Toolbox, click on the Fuzzy Select Tool:
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	If you can’t find the Toolbox, click on Tools in the menu followed by Selection Tools > Fuzzy Select.
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